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February 27th, 2015 
 
 
To: BPA Tech Forum (delivered via email at techforum@bpa.gov)  
 
RE: Scheduling and Requesting Transmission Service Business Practices   

 
 
Renewable Northwest appreciates the opportunity to comment on the draft 
Business Practice revisions to Scheduling Transmission Service Version 17 
and Requesting Transmission Service Version 24.  Renewable Northwest 
supports these business practice revisions as it is our understanding that they 
will facilitate the ability of BPA to procure third-party balancing reserves well 
in advance of the identified need.  This advanced procurement capability is 
critical for BPA to be able to maintain a high-quality low-cost balancing 
service, and is in the best interest of consumers, the environment, and the 
quality of life in the Northwest.  
  
Given the structure of the FY 2016-17 Generation Inputs Settlement 
Agreement, it is critical that BPA has the ability to solicit and procure a healthy 
share of cost-effective balancing reserves in advance of the 2016 spring runoff.  
The proposed business practice revisions would provide BPA that capability.  
Renewable Northwest also appreciates BPA gaining experience with advanced 
solicitations and purchases of cost-effective balancing reserves as soon as 
possible, ideally in preparation for the 2015 spring period.  This low-cost trial 
run would simply test the capability and prime the market for fiscal year 2016 
and beyond.    
  
As BPA moves forward with its acquisition strategy, Renewable Northwest 
urges BPA to maintain a high degree of transparency and provide frequent 
opportunities for public input.   
 
Renewable Northwest appreciates BPA’s attention to these issues and the 
efforts to date to facilitate more advanced purchases of third-party balancing 
reserves.   
 
/s/ 
Cameron Yourkowski 
Senior Policy Manager 
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